32                        RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
Eld. Sist. You might as well say you own you love him.
Yo. Sist. Well, if I should own it, perhaps it might bear being called so; is it not better, then, that I should avoid the struggle between conscience and affection ?
Eld. Sist. But I have a strong fancy that you ought to enter into a closer discourse with him upon this matter; I think you do not do either him or yourself justice else: for, first, perhaps you may find, that though he talked loosely then, when he did not know, perhaps, whether we were in jest or in earnest, yet if you talked seriously with him of the main point yourself, (for you know our discourse was at a distance, and was rather a kind of civil raillery than argument,) you may find one of these two things will happen, viz., either he will talk seriously, and let you see that he has a bottom of religious, good sentiments, which is all you ought to insist upon, and would be a happy discovery on your side; or talk profanely, and be self-convicted.
Yo. Sist. There is more weight in this, than in all you have said yet; but I can never do it.,
Eld. Sist. Well; let me add to it, what I was loath to tell you, and that is, what my father said just now when he went away.
(She tells her father's ^uords, which staggers her resolution.)
Yo. Sist. My father uses me very hardly.
Eld. Sist. I am sorry for it; but it is in nobody's power to help it: he would be the same to any of us.
Yo. Sist. What would you advise me to do then ?
Eld. Sist. Truly, if I might advise you, I would have you see him once more.
Yo. Sist. To what purpose ?